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300,000 people directly or indirectly employed in the
stainless steel industry worldwide
6% average increase in production each year since 1970
50 million tonnes stainless steel fabricated in 2020
100% recyclable forever

                                                                                    show long-term
sustainability and growth, provide excellent reliability and quality
for their customers, and ensure a solid and reliable supply-chain to
the end consumer.
The members of ISSF commit to operate their businesses in a
financially responsible way to ensure the long-term viability of the
industry, jobs and communities. Stainless steel has been adding
value to the communities in which it operates since the production
process was first industrialised.

The industries producing material
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                                                            of the material, especially those
related to carbon, water and air, are minimised. Reuse and
recyclability are at high levels. The material has low maintenance
costs and a long life, both key indicators that the impact of the
material on the planet is at the lowest levels possible. 
Stainless steels are easily recycled to produce more stainless
steels and this process can be carried on indefinitely. It is
estimated that about 80% of stainless steels are recycled at the
end of their life. As stainless steel has a high intrinsic value, it is
collected and recycled without any economic incentives from the
public purse.
Taking into account its entire lifecycle, stainless steel has one of
the lightest impacts on the Earth of all known engineering
materials. And at the end of its long life, all stainless steel can be
recycled to create new stainless that is as strong and long-lasting
as the original.

Choosing stainless steel for an application ensures that it will be
produced in a responsible way, have low maintenance costs during
its long life and that it will be reused indefinitely because it is easy
to recycle without loss of quality.

The emissions footprint
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                                                              in its production process, respects
the human being, especially in terms of health and safety. A
sustainable material does not harm the people working to produce
it, or the people who handle it during its use, recycling and ultimate
disposal.
Stainless steel is not harmful to people during either its production
or use. A protective layer forms naturally on all stainless steels
because of the inclusion of chromium. The passive layer protects
the steel from corrosion - ensuring a long life. As long as the correct
grade of stainless is selected for an application, the steel remains
inert and harmless to the people who handle it and the
environment. These characteristics have made stainless steel the
primary material in medical, food processing, household and
catering applications.
A sustainable stainless steel industry is about all of us. Stainless
steel adds value to our lives through the jobs it creates. Over
US$9.5 billion is paid in wages each year to people who work
directly or indirectly in the industry.
The safety of our staff and contractors is the key priority for the
stainless steel industry. Today, the industry’s safety performance is
at benchmark levels worldwide.
Stainless steel also improves our lives by making technical
advances possible. Without stainless steel, the installations that
provide us with clean drinking water, food and medication would
not be nearly as hygienic and efficient as they are.

The material in its use or
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05WORLD STAINLESS
AND SUSTAINABILITY

We operate our business efficiently and in a financially
sustainable way, to supply stainless steel products and
solutions that satisfy customer’s needs and provide value to
stakeholders
We strive to optimise the eco-efficiency of products throughout
their life cycle. We promote the recovery, reuse and recycling of
stainless steel.
We foster the well-being of employees and provide a safe and
healthy working environment
We promote values and initiatives that show respect for the
people and communities associated with our business
We conduct our business with high ethical standards in our
dealings with employees, customers, suppliers and the
community.
We engage our stakeholders and independent third parties in
constructive dialogue to help fulfil our sustainable
development commitments.
We build and share our knowledge of sustainability through
open and active communications. We help others in the supply
chain to implement sustainable practices.

The members of the world stainless association 
adhere to the following principles on sustainability:

Sustainable Stainless Charter of the world
stainless steel industry
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Overall 
cost savings
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Sustainable Operation

Acquisitions
Cost

Higher material
costs per kg , but

usually less
material is needed.

Installation 
Less material, easy on

site installations no
finishing operations

needed.

At least 60% of
recycled content.

High strength
stainless steel

products allow a
sparing use of
materials and

lighter structures. 

Operation
No repairs required
No costs incurred. 

Lighter stainless
steel structures,

prefabricated
components,

absence of finishing
coatings or paint

reduce drastically
the IC burden.

No repairs lead to no
extra environmental
burden in energy and

materials

Lost Production
No lost production
costs, no additional

society costs.

Optimal use of existing
capacities and

resources. Includes
socio-economical side
effects such as fewer

traffic disruptions, less
degraded service and

lost time.  

Recycling 

High value of scrap,
high recycling rate.

Reuse of scrap for
same quality
products. No

upper limit to the
recycled content

Stainless Steel
Benefits
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FOUR PRINCIPLES
GUIDE OUR
APPROACH TO
SUSTAINABILITY
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Stainless steel is 100% recyclable, the process of recycling preserves
its unique qualities – and the industry can do more to take advantage
of these facts. Manufacturers should therefore endeavour to reuse
material wherever they can – and conserve raw materials in order to
minimise their ecological impact.

Recycling maximised.

Making sure that responsibility and transparency are embedded into
our manufacturing processes is critical to us, and we make sure we
have nothing to hide. It’s also important that the suppliers and
contractors we work with have nothing to hide. By holding them to
high standards of visible sustainability, businesses can extend the
benefits of their approach far beyond their own organisations.

Nothing to hide.

Pays for itself.

The best commercial argument for stainless steel is that, over time, it
pays for itself: it’s highly strong and durable, it’s resistant to
corrosion, and it’s not especially heavy. Manufacturers should
therefore make sure that their steel is as long-lasting, cost-efficient,
and sustainable as possible.

Indispensable.

Wherever viable, manufacturers should become an indispensable
contributor to industries that make a positive ecological impact. At
Outokumpu, we do this by providing steel to biofuel, wind energy,
green construction, and low-carbon transportation companies –
among others.
By adopting eco-friendly principles and eco-friendly measures, steel
manufacturers won’t just foster sustainability across their
companies: they’ll create positive effects that ripple out across other
businesses and other industries.
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We have a duty to care
for the environment.

Unit 1 Bagley Industrial Park, Railwharf Sidings,
Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 9DY

01384 384 800

www.g-tex.com

if you have anymore questions, please get in touch with
a member of our team today. 
We are happy to help. 
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